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TO THE STUDENTS

final M.A. Examinations come off I will have done with my education,
and will have to enter life, as they say.
" Besides a wife, I have 4 brothers (all younger, one of them mar-
ried), 2 sisters (both below twelve years of age), and my parents to
support. There is no capital to fall back upon. The landed property is
very small.
" What should I do for the education of the sisters and brothers ?
Then the sisters will have to be married sooner rather than later. Above
all, where are the food and clothing to come from ?
" I am not a lover of the so-called standard of living. I want just
a healthy condition of life, besides provision for emergencies, for myself
and for those who depend on me. It is more or less only a question of
two healthy meals and tidy clothes.
" I want to lead an economically honest life. T don't want to earn
a living by usury or by selling flesh. I have an ambition for patriotic
service also. I am willing to fulfil your conditions laid down in the
note referred to above to the best of my ability.
" But I do not know what to do ? Where and how to begin ? My
education has been ruinously academic, and theoretical. I sometimes
think of spinning, your pet panacea, but then I do not know how to
learn it and what to do with the spun yarn, etc.
" Yes, under the circumstances in which I am placed will you sug-
gest my adopting contraceptive methods ? I may assure you I believe
in self-control and brahmacharya. But then it will be some time before
I become a brahmachari. I am afraid unless I adopt artificial contracep-
tive methods during the period before the desired consummation of full
self-control, I may get children and invite economic ruination thereby.
And, moreover, I feel that just now it is not quite proper in the interests
of a normally healthy emotional life of my wife to impose on her a
life of rigorous self-control. After all, sex has its place in the lives of
normal men" and women. I am not an exception to it, much less my
wife who has not the equipment to read and understand your great
writings on brahmacharya or dangers of indulgence, etc.
" I regret the letter has been a little too lengthy. But then I wanted
to avoid brevity at the cost of clarity.
" You are at liberty to make what use you like of this letter."
Though this letter was received about the end of February
last, I am able to deal with it only now. It raises issues of great
importance, each demanding large enough space for two
columns of Harifan. But I must be brief.
The very difficulties the student raises, though serious in
t^eir setting, are of his own making. The very mention of them
must show the falsity of his position and of the educational
system in our country. It turns education into a purely com-
mercial product to be converted into money. For me education